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ARABIC DOCUMENTS FROM THE
KARAITE COMMUNITY IN CAIRO

BY

D. S. RICHARDS
(Oxford)

In the early summer of 1969, at the end of a stay in Cairo, I was
fortunate enough to be able to gain access to the collection of docu-
ments in the possession of the Karaite community in Cairo.t) They
are kept in an office adjoining the old synagogue, which is just off
Shari‘a Khurunfish in the old Fatimid city.

At the beginning of this century, in 1904, Gottheil examined these
same documents and subsequently published two of them (see below,
nos. I and IX). It was a pleasing coincidence that I was aided in my
search for, and in my handling of, the documents by the grandson of
the Hakam Bashi Mangoubi who had helped Gottheil 2).

In the short time at my disposal, I was able to copy only one or two
of the documents in full, or practically in full, from the originals. For
the rest I contended myself with transcribing only those passages which
appeared difficult, or which were obscured by stains or were torn.
It goes without saying that several words or passages remain unde-
ciphered, or if deciphered, still cannot be understood. Initially it
had been my intention to copy and photograph only the Mamluk
documents, but I decided to abandon this limited aim, which was not
practical in any case, because individual documents do not respect
a division of history into periods based on the ruling regime, and to
attempt to deal with all the documents preserved in this collection.

However, the hurtied nature of my working and the unfortunate
running-out of film at 2 time when 2 further visit to the office of the

1) My sincere thanks are due to many, but especially to Messts. Sabet Mangoubi,
Eli Massouda and Jacob Cohen, for their kindness and helpfulness.

2) For Gottheil’s account of his search of the community’s office, see Festschrift
x# Ebren des Dr. A. Harkayy, St. Petersburg, 1908, 115-6: quoted in S. M. Stetn,
Fatimid Decrees, All Souls Studies no. I, London, 1964, pp. 13-4
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community was impossible meant that I neglected to take the mea-
surements of several documents, missed at least one set of witnessing
formulae on the verso of one document I photographed, and, most
sadly, was unable to complete the photographing of one extremely
long, but very clearly written, scroll (no. XX below), nor had I suffi-
cient time to transcribe it. When, if it should be possible, I publish
these documents in full with photographs, I hope that the shortcomings
I have mentioned will have been rectified.!)

At the moment it is my intention to present as complete a catalogue
as possible of this interesting collection of documents and a resumé
of the contents of each one. The documents, though not very
numerous, in their various sections cover a large time span, and, as
far as subject matter is concerned, concentrate mainly on the con-
veyancing of property, by no means exclusively within the ranks of
the Jewish communities. It is not my intention at this stage to embark
upon any discussion of the format of the documents themselves, of
the types of phraseology found in them, or of the details of the processes
of authentication and corroboration on the part of witnesses, Qadis
or their deputies, for which the scrolls provide many an example.
For this it is better to wait for a fuller publication of the texts with
photographs.

1

No. 15: Paper; width 45 cms., length 800 cms.; incomplete.

A Fatimid governmental decree, issued under the Caliph al-Zahir,
dated Wednesday, 11 Jumadi I, 415 A.H./Wednesday = 19 August,
1024 A.D.

This document was first published by Gottheil (“A Decree in Favour
of the Keraites of Cairo dated 1024, Festschrift gu Ebren des Dr. A.
Harkayy, St. Petersburg, 1908, pp. 115-25), and then by the late Dr.

1) I would like to thank many members of the British community in Caito at
that time for the interest they showed in my work and for their kindness in lending
photographic equipment and offering useful advice, in particular Messrs. Martin
Cooper and Gordon Weston.
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connected with the document remained unsettled. Stern was unable
to acquire a photograph and had only Gottheil’s published text to
work with. He was correct in doubting that the document was written
on skin, as Gottheil had stated; it is a scroll of very thick, rather dark
brown paper. However, Stern’s ingenious attempt to make sense of
the first eight lines as presented to him by Gottheil’s text, by assuming
a muddling of the order of the lines in Gottheil’s copy, is unfortunately
incorrect. The order of the lines in Gottheil’s version is the right one
and Stern’s line no. 1 should be again restored to its position as no. 7.
What Gottheil, as original editor, omitted to make plain was that
the document is, and presumably was, when Gottheil saw it or had
access to it, broken between lines 6 and 7. The slight difference in
the spacing between lines 6 and 7, when the pieces are brought together,
as compared with that between other lines, shows, as indeed does the
lack of any clear sense or grammatical structure, that it is not just a
matter of a clean break (such as threatens the document at other places),
but that a portion of the document, of indeterminate length, has been
lost. Gottheil’s failure to mention the break in the document and
his own assumption that “some words seem to be omitted here”,
make one suspect that with this document Gottheil followed his
practice, elsewhere acknowledged, of relying on another person’s
transcription and not studying the original closely himself.

Further notes:

a) Confirm the readings suggested by Stern for lines 15-16, 32,
and 44 (see op. cit., p. 26, note 1).

b) Stern restored the final formulae (1. 48) correctly. The pamdula
and the #asliya are written in one long line, and the pasbala is placed
just below it in the centre.

II

No. 25: Parchment; width 29.5 cms., length 37.5 cms.; verso blank.

i. Conveyance Deed, dated 11 Dhi’l-Qa‘da, 6o5(?) A.H./17 May,
1209 A.D.(?).
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Purchaser: Nar al-Din “Ali b. Ibrdhim b. Sadaqa, known as Ibn
al-Khallal,

Vendor: The Jacobite Patriarch ... 1)

Property: all the ruined property situated in Old Cairo (Misr al-
mapriisa) in the Khatt al-Mamsisa,?) both land and buildings, outside
the property known by the name of Amin al-Mulk.

Boundaries: South, North, East—open space (a/fads’). West—
the property known by the name of Ibn Mshnqd(?) ) al-Yahadi.

Price: o dirthams nugra.

ii. In right margin, Conveyance Deed (end defective), same date
as 1.

Purchaser: Ibrahim b. Sayyir, the Karaite, known as Ibn al-Haqqin,
through the agency (bi-farig al-wakdla) of Samuel b. Misi b. ‘Abd
Alldh, the Karaite.

Vendor: Nur al-Din “Ali (see i.).

Property: as above in i., but also “the wall that includes a staircase
of baked brick (t#b djurr)”.

Price: §o dirhams #ugra and a further 20 for the wall.

I
No. 5: Parchment; width 37 cms., length 78 cms.

A. Recto

i. Grant of Ownership (&/2db tamlik), dated 24 Rabi¢ II, 658 A.H./8
April, 1260 A.D. ‘

Grantor (al-mumallik): Abw’l-Faraj b. Abi Said b. Abl-<Alz,
Rashid al-Din al-Yahtdi al-Sairafi, known as Ibn al-Khizin.

Grantee (al-mumallak): Abwl-Fakhr b. Abi’l-Fadl b. Abi Nasr b.
AbP’I-Fakhr al-Yahtidi, known as Ibn al-Kirmani al-Kahhal.

1) If the date of the document is correct, the Patriarch should be John VI (118¢-
1216 A.D.), sce Otto Meinardus, Christian Egypt: Ancient and Modern, Cairo, 1965,
p. 27. The name in the document is unfortunately very faint at the end of a line.

2) See Ibn Dugmig, pt. 4, p. 108. . 19-20, Khitat, i, p. 411.

3) Cf. Ibn Dugmag, pt. 4, p. 41, vlt.
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Property: “all that house which is in Caito (al-Qdbira al-Maprisa)
in the north in Harat Zuwaila!) at the end of Harat Surtr al-Lw’lw’i
in the vicinity of the house which adjoins the house known as the
House of the Tarjuman.”

Summary description of the property: A vestibule (d7b/ig) leads to a
lower gé‘e having a privy off to the right of the entrance. The gi‘s
has a majlis, described as pariy bi-kummain®), and containing a closet
(khizana) with a kandsy (?) above, various cupboards (kbaristindt), two
facing saffas, a small sidilla, and an adjoining kitchen.

A stairway in the d4ibliz leads to a mezzanine (mastaraga)®) and an
adjoining privy, then up further to two apartments (fwbagdt), one
comprising a passage, leading to a majlis, with wind-catcher (badhanyj),
saffa, and cupboards, and along the passage a kitchen—a window
(tdqa) in the passage gives light to the gé‘a—, the other comprising
a dirga‘a, with saffa in the majlis, a wind-catcher, capboards, bab al-rip (?),
and wardrobe (khigdnat al-kiswa)—a window gives light to the mezza-
nine and the lower privy. On the roof is a newly-added zabaga.

At time of purchase some alterations to this description: Up-
stairs on street-side in ruined state, new iwar added opposite the majlis
in the g4*a, and a private door to the upper floors, which now comprise
three apartments (#7dg), ot floors (?).

Boundaries: South—‘“the house known by the name of Abw’l-
Faraj b. Sibac al-Yahudi, the clerk, or as the house of Bint Ab?’l-Ba-
rakat.”

North—“the main thoroughfare leading to the lanes and sites of
the quarter (bdra).” The main facade of the property gives on to this
thoroughfare.

East—“the house known by the name of Nishiya ibnat Ibrihim
b. Sa‘id al-Yahiidi, and known today as the Synagogue.”

West—“the house known as that of Ab@’1-Fadl, the cloth merchant
(al-bazgzaz), known as Ibn Khuwir, and the house next to it is now

1) Sec Khirat, ii, p. 4.
2) See Lane, Arabic-Euglish Lexicon, sw. Sidilla.
3) Prof. Goitein has suggested the meaning ‘mezzanine’ for this term,
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known as the house of al-Ra’is Abd Thabit al-Yahddi, clerk to the
noble Emir, ‘Izz al-Din Aibak al-Mu‘izzi (?).”

ii. Record of Conveyance, dated . . . 701 A.H.(?)/. . . 1301-2 A.D.(?).
Vendor: Ab@’l-Fakhr (see above).

Purchaser: Lutf Allah (see B. iii.).

Property: #; of the property (see i).

B. Verso
Left side

i. Record of Conveyance, dated 12 Shawwal, 665 A.H./28 July
1265 A.D.

Vendor: Abd’l-Fakhr . . . Ibn al-Kirmani (see above).

Purchaser: Abw’l-Hasan b. Abi Nasr al-Yahadi al-Sairafi.

Property: § of the property (see A.).

Price: 650 dithams nugra.

ii. Record of Conveyance, dated 23 Ramadan, 664 A.H./28 June,
1266 A.D.

Vendor: Ab@’l-Fakhr . . . Ibn al-Kirmini (see above).

Purchaser: Muhisin b. AbPl-Hasan b. Abi Nasr al-Yahiddi al-
Sairafi, as agent for his father (see i. above).

Property: § of the property (see A.).

Price: 300 dirthams nugra.

iii. Record of Conveyance (no date deciphered).
Vendor: Ab@’l-Fakhr . . . Ibn al-Kirmani (see above).
Purchaser: a/-Shaikh al-Sani‘a Lutf Allah b. AbPl-<Ali b. Abi’l-
Khalaf al-Yahadi.
Property: & of the property (see A.).
Price: 400 dirthams nugra.

iv. Record of Deed of Wagqf, dated last day [30] Muharram, 673
A.H./s August, 1274 A.D.

Donor (a/-Wagif): Lutf Allah (see iii. above).

Beneficiaries: Poor Karaites of Cairo and Fustat.

e
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Administrator (al-Nazir): the donor for his life-time.
Property: £ of the property (see A. and iii. above).

Right side

v. Record of Conveyance, dated 6 Jumadi I, 724 A.H./1 May,
1324 A.D.

Vendor: Muhasin b. Ab*l-Fakhr (see ii. above).

Purchaser: al-Ra’is al-Mu‘allim [Da’ad].

Property: § of the property (see A.).

vi. Record of Deed of Wagf, dated 11 Jumidi I, 724 A.H./6 May,
1324 A.D.

Donor: al-Ra’#s al-Mu‘allim Da’ud (see v.).

Beneficiaries: the poor Karaites.

Property: § of the property (see A.).

vii. Sworn Declaration (/grar), dated 6 Jumada 1, 724 A.H./1 May,
1324 A.D.

Contents: that after the death of their father (see i. and ii. above),
the two brothers, al-Shaikh al-Rashid Ab@’l-Bishr and Mubhasin,
inherited, as part of his estate, one half ) of the property (see A.);
the share of each was one quarter of the property ().

viii. Deed of Wagf, dated . .. (?) Jumada I, ... (724 A.H.?)/(May,
1324 AD.?).

Donor: al-Rashid Ab@’l-Bishr (see vii.).

Beneficiaries: the donor’s wife, Sitt al-Sham ibnat Abi-’1-Mujdib(?)
the Karaite woman, for her lifetime, then,

the poor Karaites of Cairo and Fustat and the surrounding districts
of each, then,

Karaites whatever their place of origin, then,

the upkeep of the sanctuary of al-Khalil (Hebron), west of Jeru-
salem, then,

the poor of any place of origin.

Property: ; of the property (see A.), the Donot’s share of theinheri-
tance (nasib) (see vii).
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ix. A further note connected with the Deed of Waqf (see viii. above),
mainly illegible.

v
No. 17: Parchment; width 45.5 cms., length 92 cms.

A. Recto

Deed of Conveyance, dated 29 Ramadan, 684 A.H./28 November,
1285 A.D.

Purchaser: the Emir Shams al-Din Tuquz, son of the Emir Saif
al-Din Qilij al-Nasiri, of a/-Bapriya al-Mansiriyat).

Vendor: Muhisin b. Hibat [Allah] b. Abi Thabit al-Yahadi

(a) for himself,
and as agent for

(b) his brother, Ab®’l-<Izz al-Yahadi,

(c) Sadida, Zarifa and Rashida, daughters of Hibat [Allah] b. AbY?
1-Biha, al-Yahadiyat.

Property: “all that house . .. in Cairo (a/-Qdhira al-mabrisa) in the
north in Harat Zuwaila in the place known as the square (rabba) of
Surir al-Lw’lw’i, facing on to the main thoroughfare, and known as
the house of . . . (a/npih).

Summary description of Property: There are two vestibules. In the
first a stone staircase to the upper floors, and in the second the door
to the lower great gd‘q, from which a béb gimam gives access to a majlis
hirly bi-kummain. The ga‘a has two privies, and there is access to two
mezzanine floors,

Upstairs there are three apartments (#7bdg); on the first floor two, the
larger one of which comprises a maslis, cupboards, abwdb rip, dirgi‘a,
suffa, closets, privy and kitchen, and on the second floor one apartment,
comprising vestibule with privy, majlis, dirgi‘a, closets and mezzanine.
In addition, on two of its roofs (sic) are two other fabaqus.

Boundaries: South—‘“the adjacent blind alley and the house for-
merly in the possession of Sitt al-Karam, and then of another, the

1) No other reference to such a ‘regiment’ is known to me; cf. Ayalon, ‘The
Regiment Bahriya etc.” REJ, 1951, pp. 133-141.
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timbers of the projecting window (rawshan) of which are supported
on the wall of this present house.”

North—“the main thoroughfare leading to the sites of the quarter
(hara), on which give the main door, a rawshan, and the grill windows
(2aqat) and abwaib rip”.

East—*“the alley giving access to the house of al-Zimim Mugbil
and the house known ... (bi-amr bibibi (?)), on to which gives the
door now used for access to the downstairs and upstairs and another
rawshan, the drain-pipes (gandt) and the grill windows.”

West—““the main thoroughfare leading to the sites of the quarter
and to the house of Ab#’l-Hasan, the baker.”

On this side a rawshan of the property is supported on an arcade
(sabar) belonging to the house of Sitt al-Karam.

Price: gooo dithams nagra.

Shares of vendors:

Muhasin and his brother: 1 = 4500 dirhams
Sadida : # = 2437} dirhams
Zarifa : 45 = 13124 dirhams
Rashida : % = 750 dirhams
B. Verso
Right side

i. Record of Conveyance, dated . .. 687 A.H./... 1288-9 A.D.

Vendor: the Emir Shams al-Din Tuquz (see above).

Purchasers: a) Muhisin b. Hibat Allah b. Abi Thabit (see above);
b) Ab@’l-Mansar b. AbP’l-Hasan b. AbP’l-Faraj al-Yahadi a/-gairafi.

Property: the whole of the property (see A.).

Price: yooo dirhams nagra.

ii. Record of Conveyance, dated 15 Safar, 688 A.H./to March,
1289 A.D.

Vendor: Muhasin . . . (see above) al-sairafi b l-Husainiya.

Purchaser: the Emir Shuja¢ al-Din Baktat b. <Abd Allah... al-
Irbili al-Mansiri.

Jesho XV 8



114 D. S. RICHARDS

Property: § of the property (see A.).
Price: 3000 dithams nugra.

iii. Record of Conveyance, dated 16 Shawwal () ...[...(?).

Vendor: Muhisin (see above).

Purchaser: the Emir Shuja¢ al-Din (see above).

Property: [4] of the property (see A.), making the share in his
possession 1.

Price: soo dirhams nugra.

iv. Record of Conveyance, dated 4 Dhu’l-Qa‘da, 694 (?) A.H./15
September, 1295 A.D.(?).

Vendor: Abi’l-Mansiir (see i. above).

Purchaser: the Emir Shujic al-Din (see above).

Property: § of the property (see A.).

Price: yoo dirthams nugra.

v
No. 24: Parchment; width 34 cms., length 75 cms.
A. Recto

Deed of Conveyance, dated 4 Dho’l-Hijja, 769 A.H./21 July, 1368
A.D.

Purchaser: Yasuf b. Sa‘id b. Ab’1-Fadl, the Karaite, smelter (sabbik)
in the $agha al-Mansiiriya !) in Cairo.

Vendor: Abw’l-Majd b. Ya‘qab b. Abi’l-Majd, the Rabbanite,
oculist (kaphdl) in the Saliba 2) of the Mosque of Tilin (sic).

Property: “the complete house, land and buildings, in Cairo (al-
Qahira) in the Harat Zuwaila in the place known as the square of Surir
al-Lwlu’i, on the right as one enters the blind alley, terminated by the
house known as the house of the Shaikh Abw’l-Maali”.

Summary description of the property: a vestibule leads to a lower
gd‘a, comptising a majlis, closets, cupboards and a well, and stairway

1) Cf. Kbitat, i, p. 102.

2) The thoroughfare which crosses the ‘High Street” (a~Shiri‘a al-A<gam: from
Bab Zuwaila southwards) and leads west to the Mosque of Ibn Taltan.
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gives access to the living quarters (?) (mandzil), two of that designation,
a mezzanine (w#staraqa), and a mangil mustajadd. The mezzanine has
a majlis, closets, cupboards etc., and the recently added appartment
(now called #4baga), an iwdn with wind-catcher, maqjlis and privy. The
roofs lead-covered 1).

Boundaries: South—“the alley it is situated in ...and a house
known formerly as the house of “Ali al-Ansiri, then of ‘Abd Allih,
his son, then of al-Siqilli”.

North—“a house known as the property of Ibnat al-Tabbakh, then
as the house of al-Farrish, then of another”.

East—“a house known as the house of Najib al-Farrish, which was
transfered to Sharaf™.

West—“a house known formerly by the name of Muhammad al-
Farrish, then by another’s”.

Price: 2900 dithams nagra.

B. Verso

i. Recotd of Conveyance, dated g Rabi‘ I, ... (?).

Vendor: Yisuf b. Sa‘id (see above).

Purchaser: ... “Abd al-D@’im (?) b. ‘Abd .. ., a Karaite, goldsmith
(al-5a”igh).

Property: } of the property (see A.).

ii. Deed of Waqf (7).
No details are available; the script is very difficult and the photo-
graph is poor.

VI
No. 7: Parchment; width 34 cms., length 112 cms.

A. Recto

1. Maktib tasidng, dated 3 Dha’l-Qa‘da, 841 AH./28 April, 1438
A.D.

1) Ab-astiba al-mbsrh (?). See Dozy, Suppléiment, s.v. bagir.
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Confirmation of the previous sale of a half share in the property,
and declaration by the new owners and the owner of the other half
share that they have spent proportionate amounts on structural altera-
tions, the details of which are given.

Details of the previous sale, dated 15 Sha‘ban, 839 A.H./4 March,
1436 A.D.

Vendor: Zain al-Din ‘Abd al-Kafi b. ‘Alam al-Din Sulaiman b.
Sa‘d al-Din, of the Sagha, known as al-Da’adi.

Purchasers: (a) his son, Ab@’l-Faraj (3 share); (b) his grand-daughter,
Khatiin ibnat Abi’l-Faraj (; share).

The transaction was made in the presence of the vendor’s daughters,
[Sitt] Baghdad, the wife of Fath al-Din Sidqi, and Shaqra, the wife of
Jamal al-Din “Abd Allah b. Yusuf b. <Abd al-Rahim, the owner of
the other half share.

Price: 1000 dithams min al-fidda al-Ashrafiya wal-Mw ayyadiya . . .
wagnan ).

Property: “the building standing on Az&r land, situated within
Cairo (al-Qahira) in the quarter of Harat Zuwaila, in the alley of Ibn
Samih in ‘Ashiriya.” ?)

Boundaries: South—““the wall of the <Ashiiriya madrasa”.

North—“the alley”.

East—as North.

West—“the wall of the above-mentioned madrasa™.

ii. etc. 3 notes (sing. fasl) in the right margin, containing specific
confirmation by witnesses.

B. Verso

i. Isjal of Hanbali deputy Qadi, dated 6 Dhu’l-Qacda, 841 A.H./1
May, 1438 A.D.

1) Balog, The Coinage of the Mamink Sultans of Egypt and Syria, New York, 1964,
Pp- 47-8; Darrag, L’ Egypte sous Je regne de Barsbay, Damascus, 1961, pp. 98-102.

2) For the <Ashiiriya madrasa and its situation in an almost wholly Jewish alley
(z#9aq), see Khitat, ii, p. 368.
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Issued by: Muwaffaq al-Din Abd’l-Fadl Muhammad b. AbPl-
<Abbis Ahimad b. Nasr Alldh al-Baghdadi al-Hanbali.)

ii. etc. 6 marginal notes recording the subsequent history of the

property.
The full text of this document is given in an appendix.

vl

No. z1: Paper; width 33 cms., length 92 cms.

A. Recto

i. Deed of Conveyance, dated 4 Rajab, 854 A.H./13 August, 1450
A.D.

Purchaser: a/-Majlis al-< Al Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Yalbugha b.
‘Abd Allzh . .. al-tdjir bi-sig al-gabw al-Ndsiri®).

Vendor: Sam‘in (Simeon) b. <Isi b. ‘Abd Allah (?) al-Nastani,
known as Ibn al-A‘raj.

His title derived by inheritance from his mother, Zahra ibnat Sarkis
b. Batris(?) (Peter), and was supported by a deed he produced, dated
s Safar, 803 A.H./25 September, 1400 A.D.

Property: “All that building situated on Aikr land . . . outside Cairo
(al-Qahira), outside the Zuwaila and Kharq gates 3), in the p/kr known
by the name of the late Emir Saif al-Din Aqbughi al-Awhadi, and
formerly as pikr Jinn Hulwan” 4).

Summary description of property: The description given derives
from the deed produced as proof of title (see above). Two outer doors,

1) Al-Sakbawi, a/- Daw’ al-Lami<, Caito, 1353-5 A.H., vii, pp. 114-5.

2} Unidentified.

3) Bab al-Kharq = Bab al-Khalqg, see Salmon, ,,Etudes sur la topographie du
Caire”, Mémoires. .. de IInstitut Frangais d’ Archéologie Orientale du Caire, Cairo,
1902, P. 51,

4) For Aqbughi, see Ibn Hajar, Duarar, Cairo, n.d., i, pp. 418-9; for the hikr,
Khitaz, 1i, p. 116, where it is said that it is predominantly a residential area of Emirs
and Ajnad, and the former name is given as Jinin al-Hara. The present reading will
be found in a different context, Khizat, ii, p. 115, ll. 13-4 and 36-7. For jikr in law,
see E. Clavel, Le Wakf on FHabons, Caito, 1896. chapter XII of vol. ii.
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one leading to a stable, the other up stone steps and through two doors
to a dibliz. Beyond this is a set of rooms (fzbaga) comprising an iwdn,
with three windows giving on to the street, a dargd‘a, a closet with a
window, and a majlis roofed with #agiy.!) Stairs lead on up to the roof.

The stable can accommodate three horses and has a fodder store
(matban), tack-room (rikdbkhdnah), and privy.

Boundaries: South—“the property of al-Hijj “Ali, the fodder mer-
chant (‘a/laf), known as Ibn al-<Ajiz”.

North—*“the property of Inil, the amir dkbar”.

East—“the property of Aidariis, the Armenian Christian™.

West—“the main thoroughfare, on which are found the two doors,
the stone stairs, the projecting windows and the grilled windows”.

Price: 70 Zahiri dinars—to be paid in an appropriate number of
new, scarlet woollen Salliri coats, lined with sable.

Right margin
il. Fasl al-Ma‘rifa wa’l-Jarayan, testimony as to “knowledge” of the

vendor and his title to the property.
In the I5jdl (see below), it is referred to as fas/ al-malk wa’l-hiyaza.

ili. Fagl al-I*dbar.

The two patties to the conveyance affirm theit acceptance of the
deed (see i. above) and absolute lack of objection to any of the witnesses
or any part of the contents.

B. Verso

i. Iyyal of Hanafi deputy Qadi, dated Tuesday, 29 Dhi’l-Hijja,
854 A.H./Tuesday, 2 February, 1541 A.D.

Issued by: Khair al-Din Ab@’l-Jawid Muhammad b. Nasir al-Din
Abi Hafs ‘Umar al-Hanafi2).

“Few of the buildings of Egypt are made of stone; most are of brick, woven rushes

(affaq) [see Dozy s.0.], palm trunks and branches, and timber from the pine (sanawbar),

imported from Bildd al-Riim by sea and called in Egypt magiy [without dots in Ms.].
2} Daw, viii, pp. 265-6.
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ii. Deed of Conveyance, dated 10 Muharram, 856 A.H./1 February,
1452 A.D.

Purchaser: Kizil ibnat <Abd Allih b. <Abd Allih, known as the
Lady of a/-Majlis al-Saifi Azbak al-Nawrizi al-Maliki al-Zzhiri ).

Vendor: Shihib al-Din Ahmad (see A.).

Property: the whole of the property as in A,

Price: go Zahiri dinars.

iii. Deed of Conveyance, dated last day [29] Jumadi II, 879 A.H./10
November, 1474 A.D.

Purchaser: Arak<el b. Abi Sa‘id b. Abtihim, an Armenian Christian.

Vendors: Faris, Taghri Bardi, and Mugbil, sons and heirs of Kizil
(see ii. above).

“al-Majlis al<Al; Saif al-Din Firis b. ‘Abd Allih, the follower of
Saif al-Din Mugbil min Takh, of Tabugat al-Tagiya?), the servant of
al-Malik al-Ashraf, and his two brothers, a/-Majlis al-<Al; Saif al-Din
Taghri Bardi b. ‘Abd Alldh, the follower of Saif al-Din Tikh (sic), and
al-Majlis al-< Al Saif al-Din Mugbil b. <Abd Allih, follower of Saif
al-Din Azbak, both of them belonging to the foot-soldiers (m#shit)
of al-Magarr al-Ashraf Timtaz3) amir ra’s nawbat al-nwwab, servant
of al-Malik al-Ashraf.”

Property: the whole of the property (see A.).

Note the following:

“The purchaser is aware that the building is damaged and in a
ruined and delapidated state, needing repair and reconstruction, and
accepts that. The purchaser is also aware of the amount of the ground
rent to be paid annually and accepts that™.

Price: 240 Ashrafi and Z3hiri dinars (8o dinars for each of the ven-
dors).

1) Possibly Azbak Juhi, see Daw?, ii, p. 270: died 847 A.H./1443-4 AD.

2) A Taziya group mentioned in 2 Damascus context under the year 792 AH,,
Ibn al-Furdt, Ta'rikh, ix, p. 218.

3) The nephew of Qaitbay; appointed re’s nawba in Safar, 878 A.H./June-July
1473 AD., see Ibn lyids, Badd®i¢ al-Zubir, ed. Muhammad Mustafd, Cairo, 1963,
ill, p. 9o; for tarfama see Daw?, iii, pp. 36-8 (he was still alive in 895 AH.).
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VIII

No. 13: Paper; width 29 cms., length 100 cms.; beginning and end
lost; verso blank.

A Survey Report (Mapdar Kashf), or that section of a larger docu-
ment; no date extant.

:=Property: a synagogue (karisa).

@Boundaries: South—“the dwelling of Yisuf a/-Sairafi”.
North—“the dwelling of <Abd al-Ghani a/-Hawmwash (?)”.
East—“the lane, on which is the door and the ruvined facade, which

needs repairs”.

West—*“the dwelling of Ibn T43j al-Ra’is and the dwelling of another”.
Contents: Details of a survey (state of the puilding, some measure-
ments and an account of necessary repairs) completed on Wednesday,

26 Jumadi I, 859 A.H./Wednesday, 14 May, 1455 A.D., and that,

on Sunday, 15 Jumadi II, 859 A.H./Sunday = 1 June, 1455 A.D,,

Afdal al-Din a/-Hikim ') went . . . [end of document].

IX

No. 20: Paper; width 26 cms., length 598 cms.; defective at beginning,
verso blank except for 3 witness notes.

i. Hukm Tanfidhi, dated 9 Safar, 860 A.H./18 January, 1456 A.D.

Issued by: Hanafi deputy Qadi, Afdal al-Din Ab@#’l-Fadl Mahmad
b. Sirdj al-Din Abi Hafs ‘Umar al-Qirimi 2).

This long document has been published by Gottheil (“Dhimmis and
Moslems in Egypt”, Old Testament and Semitic Studies in memory of
W. R. Harper, Chicago, 1908, vol. II, pp. 353-414). Gottheil’s text
begins with the equivalent of about two lines which are now missing
from the original. The published version has a number of errors and
Gottheil’s understanding of the document was rather faulty. My inten-
tion is to republish the whole in due course.

The document gives the background to a lengthy dispute with the

1) Cf. no. IX?
2) Daw’, x, p. 142.
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Dhimmi communities in Cairo and Fustit over unauthorised building
repairs to churches and synagogues. The immediate reason for the
issuing of this document was the presentation by the head of the
Karaite community of a petition (quoted in the text), asking the Hanafi
chief Qadi to confirm a Royal Covenant (‘ahd sharif) of Sultin Inil,
which regulated the mutual obligations of the Muslims and the Dhim-
mis. It was claimed that synagogue property had been damaged in the
recent riots and therefore permission was sought for lawful repairs.
The net result of the long exposition of the case was the issuing of this
hakm tanfidhi, an order confirming previous documents which had
upheld the validity of the Royal Covenant.

X

No. 12: Paper; width 32 cms., length 320 cms.

A. Recto

1. Mapdar Kashf, dated 22 Ramadin, 867 A.H./10 June, 1463 A.D.

A Survey Report on two Wagqf properties, issued in response to a
petition addressed to the Qadi Badr al-Din Aba Muhammad al-Hasan
b. al-Sawwaf al-Hamawi al-Hanafi!) by the petitioner AbG Bakr b.
Muhammad (see below iv.); the original copy of the petition was
attached to the beginning of this document, but has been lost, though
the text of it is quoted i extenso 11. 6-14.

The petitioner asks that of two Wagf properties under his admini-
stration, both of them in a ruined state, one (a) might be ‘exchanged’ 2),
i.e. sold, and the proceeds spent on making the other (b) productive.
The deputy Qidi Shams al-Din Ab®’l-Wafd’> Muhammad b. Nar
al-Din AbP’l-Hasan “Ali al-Wafa’i al-Husaini 8) is delegated to inves-
tigate the matter, and, under him, official surveyors produce this

1) Dawr, iii, p. 113-4.

2) For the ‘exchange’ of waqfs, see E. Clavel, op. cit., chapter VI, especially
pp. 259-262; Maqrizi mentions a would-be exchange of a waqf property for one
better, This is under the year 778 A.H./1376-7 A.D., and he adds that at that time
exchange was not practised in Egypt and Syria, that the Hanafi Qidis avoided it
because it was controversial. see Sa/ik, iii, p. 269.

3) Daw?, viii, p. 230,
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report, in which details of both properties are given and an estimate of ¢
the expense of repairing them. The conclusion is that (a) should be sold.

Properties:

(a) “[the waqf] in the quarter of Harat Zuwaila. .. in the Karaite
quarter in the alley known as Darb Turki”, excluding a share (see iv.)
owned by the petitioner.

(b) “[the waqf] in Cairo (al-Qahira) in Khatt al-Bunduqiyin’1).

Boundaries:

(a) South—*“the property known by the name of Misi b. Ghulaim,
and the property known by the name of Burhin al-Din Ibn Fairtz”. i

North—“the alley known as Darb al-Rayid”.

East—“the blind alley in which are three dwellings”.

West—“a lane (darb) called Qadib, on which side are the facade,
doot, projecting windows and gtill-windows”.

(b) South—“the alley known by the house of the late . . .?) Shihab
al-Din Ahmad b. al-Nskhh (?)”.

North—“the site known as the building (#sha) of Shihib al-Din
(etc. as above)”.

East—*“the main street, on which are the shops (see below), the
projecting windows, grill- windows, and a/-mrk (?)”.

West—“the property of Shihab al-Din (as above). On this side is
the s/di//a, built of baked brick”—and another indecipherable structure,
built of stone, shared with the property of Shihib al-Din.

Summary Descriptions:

(a) consists of three floors (adwar); the facade is constructed of
al-hajar al-fass3), brick, mud and lime. In the vestibule, to the right
are stairs and to the left a magbalat bait azydr (store for dung fuel for
heating domestic water). Door to ¢i‘a, comprising two facing iwdns
with dirgi‘a between; above small 7wdn is an aghani (sic) (a gallery).
A door leads to kitchen, ptivy and well.

1) Khitat, ii. pp. 31-2.

2) Possible readings: al-Nasir, al-tjir, al-Qadi; but the order of the words would
appear to be incorrect.

3) See Quatremeére, Histoire des Mamiouks, i, part 1, p. 270,
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Stairs to doot, then dibliz, leading to riwdy, situated over main
entrance; the riwdg comprises two Zwdns, dirgi‘a, sidilla, closet etc.,
and kitchen.

Further up stairs is another door, then dib/iz giving access to a small
apartment, and also a closet and mathakh samawi (?).

The original height of the building is given as 20 dbird al-amal
(13.3 m.).

(b) along the facade are six shops on the Harat al-Sammik and two
shore-rooms (makhgan). A door into a dibliz leads to stairs to six
apartments (#7bdg) over the six shops. There is a balcony (kbarja),
with an awning (?) (kbarkah), overlooking the street.

ii. Fasl al-Qima, dated 22 Ramadin, 867 A.H./10 June, 1463 A.D.

Qualified witnesses affirm their knowledge of the waqf property
that is to be disposed of, and evaluate it.

Property: the property (a) above (see i.), minus the share that is
owned by the administrator, i.e.

G345+ EX)+GEX8)+a+ G X5
24

This equals 3110197 .213
24

Evaluation: joo Ashrafi or Zahiri dinars.

iil. Fagl al-farayan; no date.

Witnesses affirm a) their knowledge of the property to be sold and
the share which is waqf;

b) that the property was a waqf of the late Hajj Malik, the paternal
grandmother of the administrator, whose position as beneficiary and
administrator derives from her;

c) that the waqgf is producing no income, with which to carry out
repairs, and that no long lease with advance rent (#ra m#‘ajjala) can
be arranged.

Right margin
iv. Kitab al-Istibdal, dated 25 Ramadan, 867 A.H./13 June, 1463 A.D.
Authorizer (a/-ddhin): Deputy Qidi Shams al-Din Muhammad (see i.).
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‘Vendor’ (al-mustabdil): Zain al-Din Abu Bakr b. Shams al-Din
Muhammad b. Nir al-Din <Ali al-Tunbadi.

‘Purchaser’ (al-mustabdil): Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Nar al-Din
Ab’l-Hasan <Ali b. Shams al-Din Abi ‘Abd Allih Muhammad al-
Asn@’1(?) al-Shafi‘i.

Property: see ii. above.

Price: 530 Ashrafi and Zahiri dinars.

v. Fasl al-I‘dhar; no date.
The two mustabdils testify to the soundness of the above &itdb ai-
istibdal (see iv.).

B. Verso

i. Grant of Permission for the Transaction (/dh#), dated 25 Ramadan,
867 A.H./13 June, 1463 A.D.

Issued by: the deputy Qidi Shams al-Din Muhamirad (see A.i.).

Contents: (a) authentication (#hubit) of the Report (see A.l.), and
the two Fas/s (A. ii. and iii.);

(b) authentication of a mabdar and isjdl, issued by the deputy Qadi
Jalal al-Din Ab@’l-Baga® Muhammad b. al-Bakri al-Shafi‘i and dated
29 Safar, 854 A.H./13 April, 1450 A.D., which was produced by the
petitioner, Zain al-Din Aba Bakr, to establish his title to the wagqf,
derived from the provisions of his paternal grandmother, Hajj Malik
ibnat ‘Abd Allah al-Tunbadiya (?);

(c) Permission (7dbn) for the sale of the waqf in Harat Zuwaila, at
the official evaluation [i.e. at not less than this], and for the application
of the proceeds to the repairing of the other wagqf.

1. fgdl, dated 26 Ramadan, 867 A.H./14 June, 1463 A.D.
Issued by: Shams al-Din Muhammad (see A. 1.).
Authentication and ratification of the Kitdb al-Istibdil (see A. iv.).

Right margin

iti. Record of Conveyance, dated 7 Dhi’l-Qa*da, 867 A.H./24 July,
1463 A.D.
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Vendors: Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Nar al-Din “Ali, and Zain
al-Din Abu Bakr b. Muhammad, the two mastabdils (see A. iv.).

Putchaser: Samuel b. Masa b. “Abd al-Wali, a Karaite, a/~tgjir b2 /-
Sdgha.

Property: the whole of the property (a) (see A.i.).

X1
No. 8: Paper; width 28 cms., length 243 cms.; beginning missing.
A. Recto

i. Hukm (beginning missing), dated z5 Rajab, 875 A.H./17 January,
1471 A.D.

Issued by: [the Qadi...b. AbP’l-*Abbas Ahmad al-Maliki].

An order making binding the agreement of two parties (a/-tasidug)
for the lease of a waqf property.

Property: “the site in the wagf of ‘Awad al-Yahudi in favour of the
Jewish poor™,

The details of its situation and its description are not extant.

Lessor: ‘Abd al-Haqgq, the administrator of the wagf.

Lessee: Burhin al-Din Ibrihim.

Period of the lease: 11 years.

Rent (for the whole period): 55 Ashrafi and Zahiri dinars.

Right margin

ii. Fasl! al-Idhar(?), dated 7 Rabi* I, 915 A.H./z5 June, 1509 A.D.

Contents: that two parties, (a) Khalil b. “Abd al-Muhsin, (b) a/-
minsadiqqin al-madbkaran fibi, have no outstanding mutual claims or
obligations.

The beginning is missing; this is probably the end of a longer
conveyaticing document.

ili. Authentication and Ratification of ii. above, dated 10 Rabi® I,
915 A.H./28 June, 1509 A.D.

Issued by: the deputy Qadi Radi al-Din Abw’l-<Abbds Ahmad
al-Ishaqi al-Maliki.




!
!
i
1

126 D. S. RICHARDS

Centre, beneath i.

iv. Isjal, dated 1 Ramadin, 875 A.H./21 February, 1471 A.D.

Contents: Authentication and ratification of B. ii. below.

Issued by: the deputy Qadi Nar al-Din Ab@’l-Hasan “Ali b. Shams
al-Din Abi <‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Makhzami al-Bilbaisi al-Shafii 1).

B. Verso

i. Igjal (incomplete at beginning), dated 14 Sha‘bin, 875 A.H./s
February, 1471 A.D.

Contents: Authentication of the £itdb al-tasidug and ratification of
the order (see A. i.).

Issued by: Badr al-Din Ab@’l-Ma‘ili Muhammad b. Nasir al-Din
Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Sa‘di al-Hanbali, deputy Qadi and
Mufti Dar al-<Adl?).

ii. Isjal, dated Sunday, 26 Sha‘ban, 875 A.H./Sunday, 17 February,
1471 A.D.

Contents: Authentication and ratification of B.i.

Issued by: the deputy Qidi Sa‘d al-Din Abw’l-Sa‘adat Ibrahim b.
Mubhibb al-Din Abi <‘Abd Allzh Muhammad b. Shams al-Din Abi ‘Abd
Allih Muhammad al-Kamakhi al-Hanafi ?).

Right margin

iii. Isjdl, dated 14 Shawwil, 911 A H./21 February, 1506 A.D.

Contents: Authentication of the Isjal of the Hanbali deputy Qadi,
issued in 875 A.H./1471 A.D. (see B.i. above), and ratification of the
earlier Hanafi ratification (Zanfidh) of that same year (see B.ii. above).

Issued by: the deputy Qadi Tagi al-Din Ab@’l-Tayyib Muhammad
b. Badr al-Din Abi’l-Fadl Muhammad al-Maqarri al-Hanafi.

XII

No. 4: Paper; width 28 cms., length 64 cms.; beginning missing,
reverse blank.

2) Daw?, ix, pp. 58-6o.
3) Daw’, i, pp. 160-1.

S —
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Wasiya, dated Wednesday, 24 Ramadin, 9o8 A.H./Wednesday = 22
March, 1503 A.D.

Legator: al-Mu‘allim Musi b. Ibrahim b. <Abd al-Latif, a Karaite
Jew, known as a/-Rayyis.

Witnessed and authenticated before the deputy Qadi Shihab al-Din
Abw’l-<Abbas (?) al-Ansari al-Himsi al-Shafi‘i in the presence of

(a) his brother, Yasuf,

(b) his sisters, Ghiliya, Tarafa and Rahil,

(c) their husbands, <Abd al-Latif b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-
Latif, known as al-Bashiri, Ibrihim b. <Abd al-Karim, known as Ibn
al-Mi‘mar al-Fairtzi and Yahadi b. Yisuf, known as Ibn al-Haqqan,

(d) his wife, Tarafa bint ‘Abd al-W[ihid], known as Bint al-Hariri,

(e) her brother, ‘Abd al-Latif,

(f) his half-brother (on his father’s side), ‘Abd al-Latif,

(g) his nephew (his sister’s son), ‘Abd al-Rahim b, Ibrahim, known
as Ibn al-Maghribi,

(h) <Abd al-Wazhid b. ‘Abd al-Rahmin b. <Abd al-Haqq, a Karaite,
known as Ibn Fairtz,

Executors: (a) his half brother, (b) his wife, who were appointed
guardians of his two minor daughters by Tarafa, Jall Allah (?) and
Fadl Allah.

Instructions to executors: assemble his estate (gumdsh, athath, etc.),
sell what might spoil. First charge is a suitable funeral, then collect
what he is owed and pay any debts. His worldly goods are his clothes,
certain materials, a copy of the Torah, and eleven dinars acknowledged
to be held by <Abd al-Wihid b. Fairiz (see (h) above). The Torah
and the clothes are to pass to his son, Ysuf, by wasiya.

X1

No. 11: Paper: width 27 cms., length 315 cms; beginning defective.

A. Recto

i. Deed of Conveyance, dated 22 Muharram, 911 A.H./25 June, 1505
A.D.
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Purchaser: [Shihab al-Din Ahmad al-Shariti] (see iii. below).

Vendors: al-Mu‘allim <Abd al-Karim, and [Faraj Allah] through his
agent (wakil), ‘Abd al-Ghaffar, his son.

Their shares in the property were as follows:

(a) ‘Abd al-Karim, 7; shares

%, title by maktib rigq mabdar, dated 20 Jumida II, 875 A.H. /10
December, 1470 A.D.

112 ditle by Record of conveyance ( fag/ al-ishtira), dated 16 Jumada
11, 877 A.H./18 November, 1472 A.D.

(b) Faraj Allah, 16§ shares

3], title by Deed, dated 24 Shawwil, 894 A.H./20 September,
1489 A.D.

&, title by fas/ al-ishtir@>, “on margin of above mentioned deed”,
dated 21 Rajab, “in the above mentioned year”, i.e. 894 A.H./20 July,
1489 A.D. (?)

%, title by fas/, “beginning in the margin of the recto of the above
mentioned deed”, dated 3 Jumada II, 896 A.H./4 December, 1490 A.D.

Property: description and other details missing (see A.x.).

Price: 150 Ashrafi and Zahiri dinars (for Faraj Allih 103}, and for
‘Abd al-Karim 46§).

Right margin

ii. Deed of Conveyance and Security (fas/ al-tabdyn‘ wa [rabn), dated
20 Rabi‘ 1, 911 A.H./21 August, 1505 A.D.: beginning defective.

Vendor: al-Shihabi Ahmad (see below).

Purchaser: Azdan, the pledgor (a/-rdhina) (see iv. below and B. iv.).

Price: 120 dinars (see iv. below).

Note: “that the purchased building passed to the possession of the
pledgor for her use, subject to the rights of the pledgee” (cf. Nuwairi,
al-Nihdya, 1X, p. 14).

ili. Fasl al-Ma‘rifa wa’l-Jarayan: no date.
Certification by witnesses of their “knowledge” of the vendor,
al-Shihdbi Ahmad, and of his title to the property.
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iv. Receipt, dated 11 Rabi‘ I, 912 A.H./1 August, 1506 A.D.

Vendor, al-Shihabi Ahmad, acknowledges receipt of 5o dinars from
Azdian; this completes the payment of the full purchase price of 120
dinars.

v. Fasl al-Khasm (?).
Centre

vi. Deed of Conveyance, dated 1 Rajab, 938 A.H./8 February, 1532
A.D. (the date of testimony), and 24 Muharram, 939 A.H./26 August,
1532 A.D. (the date of the authentification and ratification).

Issued by: the deputy Qidi Shams al-Din Aba <Abd Alladh Mu-
hammad b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Hanafi, ¢ddi al-mahkama ail-shar<iya
be -Sdlibiya al-Najmiya bi-majlis al-sida al-hanafiya.

Purchaser: al-Mu‘allim Da>Gd b. Masi (see B. vi.).

Vendor: al-Sadr al-gjall al-kabir al-Zaini al-Mu‘allim Ramadin b. Isi
(see B. vi.).

Property: ; of the property (see A.x.).

Price: 670 nusf min al-fidda al-jadida al-kabira al-Sulaiméiniya®).

By this transaction the purchaser completes ownership of the whole
propetty; al-Mu‘allim Shihab al-Din Ahmad b. Ramadin, the vendor’s
son, bears witness to this fact.

vii. Fasl Igrar, dated 28 Ramadin, 959 A.H./17 September, 1552
A.D.

Issued by: the deputy Qadi Sharaf al-Din AbhG Zakariyd Yahyi b.
Yinus al-Qardfi al-Maliki?), in al-Salihiya al-Najmiya in mabkamat
al-sdda al-malikiya.

Contents: 1. Declaration that

1) Presumably the para, the successor to the m#’ayyadi half-ditham of the Mamluk
petiod. The para in the 16th cent. weighed two fifths of a dirham (1.18 grms) and
equalled 2 aqces, see S. Shaw, Ths Financial and Administrative Organization etc.,
Princeton, 1962, p. xxii. Ibn lyis, under the year 928 AH./1522 A.D,, records the
abolition of dealings in ‘old silver’ and a rate for the ‘new’; 1 musf (= para) for
21/, nusf (== the old mw’ayyadi), see op. cit., 1961, v. p. 477.

2) There is a short document issued and signed by this Qadi, preserved in the
Bodleian Library, Oxford; Ms. Arab, c. 56, fol. 29, dated 26 Rabi¢ 1, 969 A.H./4
December, 1561 A.D.

Jesho XV ]
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(2) Hasna> bint Misa b. Yahadi, having inherited all the stated
property at the death of her husband, Da>ad b. Miisa (see A.vi.) (min
bugiq gawfiyatibd alaibi), did more than 13 years ago give it to her
daughter, Esther (b”/tamlik). This is confirmed by Khadir, half-
brother of Esther, his uterine sister, Marhabi, and his mother, Rifqa
bint Shamu’il b. Yisuf, 2 Rabbanite.

(b) from the estate of Da>Gd b. Mus3, this property had come to
Hasna’, his wife, and that no other heirs had any claims against her or
vice versa.

2. Authentication of their testimony by the deputy Qadi.

Right margin

viii. Record of Conveyance (fay/ intiqal), dated 23 Jumada II, 9(?)(?)
A.H.

Vendor: Azdan.

Purchaser: al-Shamsi Muhammad.

Property: § of the property.

ix. Record of Conveyance (fas/ intigil), dated 24 Muharram, 989
A.H.[28 February, 1581 A.H.

Vendor: al-Shamsi Muhammad.

Purchaser: a/-Mu‘allim Da>ad b. Misi, a Rabbanite Jew.

Property: § of the property.

Centre

x. Deed of Conveyance (fas/ tabayn*), dated 23 Dhi’l-Qa‘da, 1000
A.H./31 August, 1592 A.D.

Issued by: the Qadi Abd Bakr b. <Ali, 42°/-Bdib al-< Alj.

Purchaser: @/Khwgjé Shams al-Din Muhammad b. Zain al-Din
‘Abd al-Rahmin b. Nir al-Din <Ali al-Maghrtibi (?) al-Zahra’i (?),
known as a/Warrig.

Vendors: (a) Masi b. Khalifa b. Shamu’il, a Rabbanite, known as
... al-Darawi (?).

(b) his mother, Esther, daughter of Misa b. . . ., a Rabbanite.

Property: “all that building situated in Cairo (al-Qahira) in the
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quarter of Hirat Zuwaila in the district (atf) of the Karaite Jews in
the alley known as al-Manshar™.

Boundaties: (a) as quoted from A. i. (missing in the original).

South—*“the house of Faraj Alldh b. al-Nazzar(?) al-Yahadi”.

North—*“the alley in which it is situated”.

East—*“a house which was . ..”

West—“a blind alley™.

(b) at the time of this deed.

South—“the place known by the name of maw/lini Efendi Shams
al-Din Ahmad b. mawlind Shaban”.

East—*“the place known as... the house of ‘Abd al-Wahhib al-
Warriq, known as al-Zarikashi (?)”.

There is included an account of some alterations; the blocking up
of one of the two doors of the main front, which led to a riwdg, and
the provision of internal access to it.

Price: 75 (dinars) (min al-dbabab al-sultini al-jadid)'): Musa received
§ == 65% dinars, his mother § = of dinars,

Right margin

xi. Note, dated 15 Muharram, 1oor A.H./22 October, 1592 A.D.

This note records the production of a ff#jje, dated 16 Ramadan,
988 A.H./25 October, 1580 A.D., and authenticated by the late Chief
Qidi Muhammad Darwish (?) al-Hanafi, which contained a decla-
ration (fasdig) by Hasni, daughter of Marhab b. Yisuf, a Rabbanite,
that all the property was owned by Misi b. Khalifa (the vendor above,
see x.), and that she had no claim etc.

B. Verso

i. Igjal of A. i: beginning defective, no date.

ii. Declaration (ishhad), dated 27 Safar, 918 A.H./14 May, 1512 A.D.
Contents: that al-Shihibi Ahmad (see A. ii.) has received the out-
standing sum, through the agency of ‘Abd al-Hakim b. ... Yahya

1) The standard Ottoman sequin (=== 3.4 grms).
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b. al-Badr Hasan, and that no debt remains and that the contract of
secutity (‘agd al-rabn) is duly dissolved.

iii. Declaration (ishhdd), no date.

Contents: that Sa‘d b. ‘Abd al-Hiakim has received 20 dinars from
.. .(?); the text is not clear, but the name of Ahmad al-Sharitiis legible
(see A. iil.).

iv. Deed of Conveyance, dated 3 Jumadi I, 932 A.H./15 February,
1526 A.D,

Issued by: the deputy Qidi Muhyi al-Din Ab®’l-Jawad <Abd al-
Qadir al-Shafi‘, in al-Salihiya al-Najmiya.

Purchaser: al-Mu‘allim Yahudia b. Ya‘qub b. Harin al-Maghribi,
a Rabbanite Jew.

Vendor: Azdan bint Ibrahim b. Haran, a Karaite Jewess.

Property: § of the property, now described as—“the building stan-
ding on jikr land, situated within Cairo (al-Qzhira) in the quarter of
Harat Zuwaila etc.”

The vendors title is established by A. ii. above.

Price: 1500 fidda nusf min al-fidda al-jadida al-Sulaimaniya (1000 imme-
diately, and 5o0 later).

v. Receipt (fas/ al-qgabd), dated 20 Rajab, 932 A.H./2 May, 1526 A.D.

Issued by: al-Shaikh Shams al-Din al-Halabi (?) al-Shafiq in al-
Salihiya al-Najmiya.

Azdin testifies to receipt of the outstanding amount of soo fidda
(see iv. above).

vi. Deed of Conveyance, dated 8 Safar, 934 A.H./3 November,
1527 A.D.

Issued by: the deputy Qadi Shams al-Din Aba ‘Abd Allzh Muham-
mad al-Damiri al-Maliki.

Purchasers: (a) a/-Mu‘allim Ramadan b, Isa b. Ahmad, known as
as “the tall” (¢/-Tawil), (b) Da>ad b. Masa b. Sulaimin, a Rabbanite
Jew.

Vendor: Yahidi b. Ya‘qab etc. (see iv.)
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Property: ; of the property.
The vendor’s title is established by iv. above.
Price: 1500 nusf fidda.

XIV

No. 26: Paper; width 28 cms., length 70 cms.; fragment, defective
at beginning.

A. Recto

i. Deed of Conveyance, dated 2 Dha’l-Qa‘da, 912 A.H./16 March,
1507 A.D.

Vendort: see ii. below.

Purchaser: see ii. below.

Property: see B. ii. below.

Price: 375 nusf.

Right margin
ii. Note of Quittance, dated 19 Dha’l-Qacda, 912 A.H./2 April,
1507 A.D.

Vendor: Sayyidnd al-‘abd al-fagir ild Allah al-<Aqigi ‘Adud al-Din.

Purchaser: . .. Masi b. a/-Muallim Yuhanna.
B. Verso

i. Testimony of witnesses, probably the end of the Zi7d/ of A. i.
Right margin

ii. Deed of Conveyance, dated 4 Safar, 920 A.H./31 March, 1514 A.D.

Purchasers: (a) Sham@’il b. Ibrahim al-Shami, the head of the
Karaites, (b) a~Mu‘allim Musi b. “‘Abd al-Rahim b. Ibrihim.

Vendor: al-Mu‘allim Yohanni b. Ya‘qub b. Jadid, a*Nasrdni al-
Ya‘qabi min awldd al-Manddili.

Property: all that place situated outside Cairo (al-Qahira) in Khatt

al-<Ataf!), within Bib al-Nasr in a blind alley, known now as the
Lane (darb) of the sons of al-Laffaf and the Well of the Steps”.
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Price: 26 dinars min al-dhabab al-mawsif a“libu (description lost).
The vendor’s title is established by reference to a fas/ al-shira® (now
lost) in the margin of the verso, dated 8 Rabi‘ I, 916 A.H./15 June,
1510 A.D.
XV

No. 6: Paper; width 28 cms., length 135 cms.; verso blank, beginning
defective.

Isjal thubiit al-“adila, certificate of ‘moral rectitude’ (‘eddla), license
to act as witness (shdbhid), dated 17 Dhi’l-Qa‘da, 912 A.H./31 March,
1507 A.D.

Issued by: Deputy Qidi Shams al-Din Abd <Abd Allih Muhammad
al-$afi al-Maliki (cf. XIII, B. vi.).

Petitioner for certificate: Zain al-Din Ab®’l-Izz ‘Abd al-Qadir b.
Shams al-Din Abi ‘Abd Allih Muhammad b. Zain al-Din Ab’l-<Abd
al-Qadir al-Misri al-Shafi<.

Contents: The petition was submitted to the Qadi Burhan al-Din
Abi’l-Maraqi Ibrihim al-Damiri al-Maliki, who entrusted his deputy
(na’ib) Shams al-Din (see above) with the task of collecting evidence
to support the petitionet’s claim, the testimony to his qualities, which
resulted in endorsements by shubid on the verso and the margin of
the petition; the petition was attached to the beginning of this 754/,
but is now lost. After reference to this process, the ‘decision’ etc. is for-
mally given: “. . . and he decided on the validity of the ‘@ddla of the peti-
tioner . . . after the Qadi had given permission for the humble servant
of God, Zain al-Din . . . to petform the functions of a shdbid in what-
ever region of the land he chooses™.

For appointment in the form of a pukm shar'i, see Tyan, Histoire
de IOrganisation judiciaire etc. (Leiden, 1960) p. 244, and idem, Le
Notariat (Beirut, 1945), pp. 21-8; Nuwairi, Nibdyat al-Arab, ix, p. 145;
Qalqashandi, Subh al- Asha, xix, p. 349.

XVI

No. 2: Paper width 28 cms., length 206 cms.; verso blank, beginning
defective,
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i. Deed of Conveyance (?): only record of witnesses testimony
extant.

In iii. below probable reference to this Deed as—“Deed of . .. (?),
attached above”, dated 18 Muharram, 913 A.H./30 May, 1507 A.D,,
and issued by deputy Qadi Shihab al-Din Abd’l-“Abbas Ahmad
al-Himsi al-Shafi‘i. However, it is perhaps more likely that this section
i. is the last surviving part of a Shafi‘l igd/, authenticating etc. the deed,
which is completely lost.

ii. Note of Quittance, dated 4 Safar, 913 A.H./15 June, 1507 A.D.
(referred to in iii. below as “The note of quittance, the first part of
which is drawn up in the margin of the above document™.

Two parties referred to; one as . . . and his son, ‘Abd al-Latif”.

iii. Js7al, dated 6 Safar, 913 A.H./17 June, 1507 A.D.

Issued by: Hanbali deputy Qadi Shihib al-Din Ab@’l-<Abbas Ahmad
b. Izz al-Din Abi. .. (?) “‘Abd al-. . . (?) al-Futahi.

Authentication and ratification of i. and ii. above.

iv. Igjal, dated 8 Safar, 913 A.D.[19 June, 1507 A.D.

Issued by: Miliki deputy Qadi Fath al-Din Ab@’1-Fath Muhammad
b. Shihib al-Din Ab?’l-<Abbas Ahmad al-Waf3’i.

Authentication and ratification of iii.

v. Isjdl, dated 9 Safar, 913 A.H.[20 June, 1507 A.D.

Issued by: Hanafi deputy Qadi Kamal al-Din Ab@’l-Fath Muhammad
b. Nar al-Din Abi’l-Hasan <Ali b. Ghénim al-Mugaddasi.

Authentication and ratification of iv.

XVl

No. 14: Paper; width 27 cms., length 240 cms.; beginning defective,
much of one side (right of recto) torn away.

A. Recto

i. Deed of Conveyance, dated Sunday, r1 Dhi’l-Hijja, 917 A.H./
Sunday == 29 February, 1512 A.D.
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Vendot: a/-Mu‘allim Faraj Alldh. The title of the vendor is established
by a maktib tabiyu* (waraq Shimi), dated 2 Rajab, 917 A.H.[25 Septem-
ber, 1511 A.D., and a fas/ tabdyn*, dated 6 Dh’l-Qa‘da, 917 A.H./25
January, 1512 A.D.

Purchaser: Khiss [Turk ibnat Sham@’al b. Masi, wife of <Abd al-
Latif b. Ibrahim, known as Ibnat al-Haqqan] (details from B. v.).

Property: in Harat Zuwaila, in ruined state (for fuller description
of same property, see X VIII).

Boundaries: South--“the alley which formerly gave access to the
private door (bdb sirr) of the Hospital of Qalawan”.

North—*“the blind alley, in which is the facade and the main door™.

East—*“the place known formerly as the house of Yasuf b. Sham‘an,
then of Masi al-Khazin, and now of Hartan the Kurd™.

West—*“the place known as the house of Yasuf b. Shaikh al-Yahad”.

Price: 147 Ashrafi dinars.

il. Fasl al-i*dhar, no date.

Contents: that the two parties to i. above accept its validity abso-
lutely.

iii. Isjal, dated 29 Dh@’l-Hijja, 917 A.H./18 March, 1512 A.D.

Issued by: Shifii deputy Qadi Fakhr al-Din Aba ‘Amr ‘Uthmian b.
Shihab al-Din Abi’l-<Abbis Ahmad al-Tawili.

Authentication and ratification of B. iii.

B. Verso

i. Isjdl, dated [1]6 [Dha’l-Hijja 917 A.H.]/s March, 1512 A.D.

Issued by: Hanbali deputy Qidi ‘Izz al-Din . . .

il. Is7al, dated 25 Dha’l-Hijja, 917 A.H./15 March, 1512 A.D.

Issued by: Miliki deputy Qadi Shams al-Din Abd <Abd Alldh
Muhammad b. Karim al-Din Abi Muhammad Abd Allih al-Damiri.

Authentication and ratification of B. i.

iii. fs7al, dated 28 Dha’l-Hijja, 917 A.H./17 March, 1512 A.D.

Issued by: Hanafi deputy Qadi Sharaf al-Din AbG Zakariya Yahya
b. Badr al-Din Abi’l-Mahisin Husain al-Ansari.

Authentication and ratification of B. ii.

e b
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iv. Two fasls, dated 14..., 918 AH./...1512-3 A.D., and 16
Sha‘ban, 918 A.H./27 October, 1512 A.D.

Two almost illegible notes in the mutilated right margin, being the
evidence of title referred to in XVIII, A. i. and cf. B. v.

v. Record of Conveyance, dated 29 Safar, 919 A.H./6 May, 1513 A.D.

Vendors: The sole heirs of ‘Abd al-Latif b. Ibrihim:

(a) Khass Turk, his wife (see A. 1.): § of the property

(b) his two minor sons, Sham@’il and <Abd al-Ghaffar: § each.

The agents of the two minors were the executors (al-wdssyan), ‘Abd
al-Ghaffir b. ‘Abd al-Karim b. Abi’l-Faraj, a Karaite, known as Ibn
FairGz, and Yiasuf b. Masi b. Ibrihim, a Karaite, known as Ibn al-
Rayyis; this same ‘Abd al-Ghaffar acted as agent for his wife, Khass
Turk, i.e. he had become her second husband.

Purchaser: Da’ad b. Sham@’il b. Ibrahim, Head of the Karaites.

Reference is made to the separate Deed of Conveyance, dated as
above (see X VIII).

vi. Record of Deed of Waqf, dated 2 Rabic II, 919 A.H./=6 June,
1513 A.D.

Donor (a/-Wigif): al-Mu‘allim D¥Gd b. Shamd’al (see B. v.).

Beneficiaries: poor Jews, see X VIIIL.

Reference is made to a separate Deed of Waqf (maktib al-wagf),
dated as above, added as appendix (dhasl) to the Deed of Conveyance
(see XVIII).

XVIII

No. 23: Paper; width 27 cms., length 592 cms.; beginning lost and
first extant parts badly mutilated.

By an unusual coincidence, this scroll follows on with direct rele-
vance to the preceding, no. XVIL

A. Recto

i. Deed of Conveyance, dated 29 Safar, 919 A.H.[6, May, 1513 A.D.
Vendors: the heirs of <Abd al-Latif b. Ibrahim,
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(a) his two minor sons by his wife, Khass Turk, ‘Abd al-Ghaffar
and Sham@’il (f each), through the agency of ‘Abd al-Ghaffar b.
‘Abd al-Karim and Ydsuf b. Misa b. Ibrihim,

(b) his wife, Khass Turk (§), through the agency of her second hus-
band, ‘Abd al-Ghaffir b. <Abd al-Karim.

The title of the heirs to the property is established by reference
to a fas/, dated 14 Jumada II, 918 A.H./27 August, 1512 A.D., authen-
ticated by an /s/d/, issued by the deputy Qidi Zain al-Din Abi Huraira
‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hariri al-Hanbali, dated as the above fas/ (lost
in XVII?), and another fas/, dated 16 Sha‘ban, 918 A.H./27 October,
1512 A.D. For the two fasls, see XVII, B. iv.

Purchaser: a/-Mu‘allim D2>ad b. Shama’al.

Property: as in XVII, A. i. for the boundaries etc., although the
present document alone preserves the detailed description of the
property.

Summary description of the property: Two vestibules, the second
with a stone bench (wastaba) on the left, lead to a gé‘e, comprising two
iwans and a dirga‘a between. The iwan on the left is large, with a sepa-
rate door to a ‘sleeping closet’, and the right one small. In the dirga‘a
are three doors: the entrance from the vestibule, a door to a passage,
with a bait agyar, and staits to two apartments above the two 7wans,
and a door to a kitchen and privy—from the kitchen a wooden stair
leads to a set of rooms above.

Upstairs a passage leads to a kitchen with more stairs to two sets
and the roof. Off the passage is an apartment comprising an iwdn,
diirga‘a and privy, and a passage, with a bait agydr leads on to a riwdy,
comprising an iwdn, diirqd‘a, sidifla and ‘sleeping closet’.

Price: 280 Ashrafi dinars.

ii. Deed of Wagqf, dated Monday, 2 Rabi¢ II, 919 A.H./Monday =
6 June, 1513 A.D. (see XVII, B. vi.).

Donor (a/-Wagify: Da>ad b. Shamial b. Ibrihim, shaikh of the
Karaite community (see i. above).

Beneficiaries: at the discretion of the administrator, from amongst
the following
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(a) the poor of the Karaite community dwelling in the synagogue
in Harat Zuwaila, in Harat al-Qar?’in, in the same lane (darb) as the
property,

(b) those in Fustat (Misr al-Qadima), near the Mosque of “‘Amr, in
the synagogue called al-Massasa,

(c) other poor Karaites in Cairo (¢/-Qdhira) and Fustat (Mir).

Property: as in i. above.

Administrator (a/-Nagir): (a) the donor for his lifetime,

(b) subsequent shazkbs of the Karaite community.

Right margin
iii. Fas/, mostly lost.

iv. Fasl al-Ma‘rifa, no date.

Testimony to the various sections of i. above, e.g. confirmation of
the possession of, and legal title to, the property on the part of the
vendors.

v. Validation (7hubiat) of declaration of mutual quittance by both
parties, vendors and purchaser (see i. above), dated 12 Shawwal,
920 A.H./30 November, 1514 A.D.

Issued by: the Maliki deputy Qadi Nir al-Din Abd’l-Hasan <Ali
... (?), in the majlis al-hukm al-‘azry in al-Bunduqiyin.

vi. Fagl al-Ma‘rifa, no date.

Testimony by witnesses to

(a) knowledge of the donor Da’ad (see ii. above),
(b) knowledge of the property made waqgf.

B. Verso
i. Iydl, dated 23 Rabic I, 919 A.H./29 May, 1513 A.D., beginning
missing.
Issued by: Mailiki deputy Qadi Nar al-Din Ab@’l-Hasan <Ali. .. (?).
Authentication and ratification of A. i.

ii. Isjal, dated 24 Rabi‘ I, 919 A.H./30 May, 1513 A.D.
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Issued by: Hanbali deputy Qadi Zain al-Din Abi Huraira <Abd
al-Rahman b. AbP’l-Jawad Abd al-Ghini al-Hariri.
Authentication and ratification of i.

iii. Jgja/, dated 25 Rabi‘ I, 919 A.H./31 May, 1513 A.D.

Issued by: Hanafi deputy Qadi Muhyi al-Din Ab@’l-Lutf <Abd
al-Qadir b. Jamdl al-Din Abia Muhammad <Abd Allah al-Zihiri.

Authentication and ratification of ii.

iv. Isgjdl, dated 25 Rabi‘ I, 919 A.H./31 May, 1523 A.D.

Issued by: Shafii deputy Qadi Badr al-Din Abd’l-Yumn Muhammad
b. Izz al-Din AbP’l-. .. (?) “‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Bulqini.

Authentication and ratification of iii.

v. Isyal, dated 4 Rabi‘ I, 919 A.H./= 8 June, 1513 A.D.

Issued by: Hanafi deputy Qadi Sharaf al-Din Ab®’I-Yumn Muham-
mad b. Jalil al-Din Ab?’l-Yasr Muhammad al-Radadi (?).

Authentication and ratification of the Deed of Waqf (A. ii). and
the fas/ connected with it (A. vi.).

XIX
No. 16: Paper; width 28 cms., length 177 cms.; beginning lost.

A. Recto

i. Deed of Conveyance, dated 11 Rabi® II, 920 A.H./s June, 1514
A.D.

Vendor: [The Qadi Sharaf al-Din Abd Zakariyi Yahyi al-Radini (?)
al-Shafii] (from B. i.).

Title established by a fas/ al-shira®, dated 9 Sha‘bin, 916 A.H./11
November, 1510 A.D., on an earlier deed.

Purchaser: [Miasa b. <Abd al-Ralhim, a Karaite, known as Ibn
al-Maghribi (from B. i.).

Property: “all the real estate (‘wgdr) situated [in Cairo (al-Qzhira)
in the quarter of Harat Zuwaila in the district of the Karaites )] out-
side the ‘Ashiiriya madrasa in the Lane of the Merchant”.

1) The lacunae are filied from the text of B. L.




DOCUMENTS FROM THE KARAITE COMMUNITY 141

Summary description of the property: a vestibule with a well gives
access to a g@‘a, comprising two 7wdns and a diirgi‘a between, a ‘sleeping
closet’ and a kitchen. In the vestibule a stairway, now blocked up,
leads to a ruined upper set of rooms.

Boundaries: South—*“the place known as the house of Zain al-Din
¢Abd al-Rahmain b. <Aras”.

North—“a ruin belonging to waqf property of the Jews”.

East—“a place known by the name of Ibrahim Mu‘aijin”.

West—“the alley the building is situated in”.

Price: 200 Ashrafi dinars.

The purchaser acknowledges that the property is in a state of dela-
pidation and in need of repairs.

il. Ig7al, dated 19 Rab? II, 920 A.H./13 June, 1514 A.D.

Issued by: Hanafi deputy Qaidi Badr al-Din Abu’l-Barakit Muham-
mad b. Niir al-Din Abi’l-Hasan <Ali al-Sa‘adi.

Authentication and ratification of the Deed of Waqf (B. ii.) and the
fasl al-ma‘rifa wa’ l-jarayan (B. iii.).

iii. Right margin. Fas/ al-ma‘rifa etc., no date.

Testimony to ‘knowledge’ of vendor, Sharaf al-Din, and to his
ownertship of the propetty (see i.).

B. Verso
1. Isjdl, dated . .. 920 A.H.[... 1514 A.D.
Issued by: Hanbali deputy Qadi Zain al-Din Abid Huraira <Abd al-

Rahmin.
Authentication and ratification of A. i,

ii, Deed of Waqf, dated 15 Rabi¢ II, 920 A.H./9 June, 1514 A.D.

Donor (a/-Wagqif): Masa b. “Abd al-Rahim (see A. i.)

Beneficiaries: (a) poor Karaites of Cairo (al-Qahira), (b) poor Ka-
raites of any origin

Administrator (e/~Nagir): (a) the donor for his lifetime, (b) after
the donot, successive administrators (#agsr) for the Karaite poor.

Property: as in A. i.
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iil. right margin. Fas/ al-ma‘rifa wa’ ljarayén, no date.
Testimony to ‘knowledge’ of the donor (a/-Wagif), and to his owner
ship of the property at the time of the Deed of Wagf (ii.).

iv. Record of an Order (Hukm), dated 1 Dhi’l-Hijja, 934 A.H.[/17
August, 1528 A.D.; defective text.

Signed by the Qadi and given the seal of the amin al-mapkama “ac-
cording to custom”.

Contents: certification that the property (see A. i.) belongs to a
certain “Abd al-Karim, who had bought it through an agent (Musa
b. ‘Abd al-Rahim ?), and annulment of the Deed of Waqf emanating
from Misi b. ‘Abd al-Rahim (B. ii.).

XX
No. 19: Paper; width 30 cms., length very long; beginning missing.

Not all the extant portion of this document was photographed, nor
were the contents of the unphotographed portion examined in any way.

It is written in a very legible hand with large spaces between the
lines, and probably dates from the late 15th or early 16th centuries.

The section which is available to me in photograph contains a list
of 15 properties in Hirat Zuwaila in Cairo, all, it seems, adjacent one
to another, with details of their boundaries and a brief description of
the interior of each.

XXI

No. 10: Paper; measurements not taken; beginning missing ; verso blank.

i. Deed of Conveyance, dated 10 Rabi® I, 958 A.H./18 March, 1551
A.D., and authentication and ratification by Mailiki deputy Qadi
Sharaf al-Din Abt Zakariyad Yahya al-Qarifi.

Purchaser: ‘Abd al-D#’im b. Masi b. Ibrahim, a Karaite, known as
Ibn Fairdz, dayyin of the Karaites.

Vendor: al-Muallim ‘Abd al-*‘Azim b. Hirtin b. Mas3, a Karaite,
also known as Ibn Fairaz, through his agent (wakil), al-Muallim
Sulaimin b, ‘Abd al-<Aziz b. ‘Abd al-Ghaffar, a Karaite, also known as
Ibn Fairtiz.
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The instrument of agency (wustanad tawkil), dated 1 Dhi’l-Qa‘da,
957 A.H./11 November, 1550 A.D., was issued by the Maliki deputy
Qidi Shams al-Din Ab@’l-Bishr Muhammad in the Shari‘a court of
Damascus; a fag/, dated 16 Dhil-Hijja, 957 AH./26 November, 1550
A.D., on the verso of this mustanad, recorded that the Hanafi Qadi in
Egypt, Mustafd b. <All (gad? mapkamat al-bib al-dli), had taken cogni-
sance of this document (i#fasala bibi). '

The title of the vendor was established by almustanad al-rigq, dated
21 Safar, 874 A.H.[30 August, 1469 A.D., issued by “the late” Hanafi
deputy Qadi Sa‘d al-Din AbP’l-Sa‘adat Ibrihim b. al-Kamakhi, and his
574l on the verso of it, dated 6 Rabi‘ I, 874 A.H./13 September, 1469
A.D.

The property: of the building, described as being “the building . . .
situated in Cairo, in Hirat Zuwaila, in the lane known as Darb al-
Rayid”, the following shares (a) in the building itself & X ¢ + 3 X &%)
(b) in the land it was built on § X & (some portion of the land is said
to have been ard muptakira, but presumably not any of the amount
purchased in this document).

Summary description of property: a vestibule leads to a gda (two
fwdns and a dirga‘a between). In one iwan is a sidilla, in which are two
closets facing one another, one of them a ‘sleeping closet’. Above the
sidilla is a wind-catcher. The dirgi‘a has four doors: the entrance, a
door to a kitchen and privy, the third is omitted, and the fourth a door
to a small g#‘a with a ‘private door’ to the Darb al-Rayid.

Boundaries: South—“the alley which gives access to the square
known as Rahbat al-Lu’lw’i™.

North—*“the alley within the Darb al-Rayid, in which is the main
facade of the house and its entrance”.

East—*“a house known formerly as the house of Ghazi, then named
after his heirs”.

West—“the house known formerly as the House of the Oculist,
then after that by the name of Sulaiman al-Ka‘ki. On this side is the
‘private door’ mentioned above”.

Price: 175 dinars (win al-dbabab al-sultini al-jadid al-Sulaimant).
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ii. Deed of Conveyance (mustanad tabayu*), dated 1o Rabi I, 958
A.H./18 March, 1551 A.D., and authentication and ratification by
Miliki deputy Qadi, Sharaf al-Din al-Qarafi, in al-Salihiya al-Najmiya
bi-mahkamat al-sida al-milikiya.

Vendor: ‘Abd al-D2’im b. Misa (the purchaser in i.).

Purchaser: al-Mu‘allim <Abd al-Ghaffar b. >Abd al-Latif b. Ibrahim,
a Karaite, al-rayyis al-sairafi bi-siiq al-sigha.

Property: shares in house and its land as above in i.

The title of the vendor is established by i.

Price: 161 dinars (min al-dbabab al-sultini al-jadid al-Sulaiméini).

Right margin

ili. Kitdb tasdig, dated 3 Jumada II, 962 A.H.[25 April, 1555 A.D.,
and authentication and ratification by Maliki deputy Qadi Sharaf
al-Din al-Qarafi.

Contents: sworn testimony by a certain a/-Mu‘allim Shama’al b.
Hiran b. Misi, a Karaite, known as Ibn Fairiiz, to the validity of the
two documents i. and ii. (or rather, of the transactions they record),
and the confirmation of this by the purchaser named in ii.

XXII

No. 1: Paper; measurements not taken; verso blank.

Kitab tasaduq, dated 15 Muharram, 980 A.H./28 May, 1572 A.D.

Issued by: the Hanafi deputy Qadi Husain b. “Ali, from majlis al-
shar® al-sharif b2 l-bab al-“dli bi- Misr al-mapriisa.

Parties: (a) Salman b. Ibrahim al-Iskandarini, atpakhim huwwa bi-
harat al-yahiid wa l-mutakallim ‘ald t@ifat al-yahid al-mlisriyin] al-mus-
taghribin.

(b) al~-Hakhdm Hayyim b. Yusuf, a Rabbanite, known as al-Kabisi (?).

(c) Yayir al-Yahadi al-Gharbi, e/mutakallim <ali 1@ ifat al-yahad al-
maghdriba.

(d) al-Muallim <Abd al-Wiahid b. Shams, alpakim wa’l-mutakallim
‘ald 1@ ifat al-yahid al-qardimn.

Contents: Testimony by all parties named above that
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(a) the Jewish cemetery at Basitin al-Wazir ') belonged from olden
times to the Karaites (with a reference to a document confirming this
for al-Mu‘allim Sham®@’il, known as al-Dustiri, former spokesman
(mutakallim) of the Karaites, and dated 6 Rabi I, 945 A.H./2 August,
1538 A.D,,

(b) a parcel (details given) of this cemetery passed to the Rabbanites,
both al-maghdriba and al-migriyin by grant of ownership (famlik) of
al-Mu‘allim Sham@’il, as various documents (famassukdt) in their
possession prove,

(¢) no sect will usurp the rights of another

(d) the Rabbanites will assume responsibility for providing watch-
men,

(e) no such responsibility falls on Karaites—i/ld ald sabil al-futnwwa
[fi mithl dhilika,

(f) Parties (a)-(c) on the one hand, and (d) on the other, guarantee
to make good any injury caused by a Rabbanite to a Karaite, or vice
versa.

XX

No. 22: Paper; no measurements taken; beginning lost and verso
blank.

i. Hujja, dated 22 Shawwil, 1001 A.H.[22 July, 1593 A.D.

Issued by: a/-Kashshif [of waqfs in Egypt, acting as deputy for Qadi].

Contents: the record of the proceedings and the judgements in the
case of a dispute over the ownership of land and properties in the
Mabhallat al-Yahtd [in al-Qahira] between

(a) al-<Ala> <Ali, #nagsr of the mosque concerned, and

(b) “Abd al-Wihid (shaikh of the Karaites ?) 2).

The various properties in question are not easily distinguished
because the document is incomplete and badly torn. However, they
seem to lie in an area, the boundaries of which are given as follows:

1) See Khitat, ii, p. 157, and Ibn Duqmagq, part 4, p. 57.
2) Cf. XXII

Jesho XV 10
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South—*“the alley in which is situated the above-mentioned syna-
gogue”.

North—“pattly the above-mentioned mosque and the rest...”.

East—“the house of al-KazirGni”.

West—*“the alley™.

The main dispute appears to be over a building above a covered
passage (kbawkha), known as Khawkhat al-Qara’in, and a baking oven
(farn) (for public use ?), or simply, a bakery, within the passage.

The Nagir claims the whole of certain properties for the waqf of
his mosque, while ‘Abd al-Wahid puts forward counter claims for
them as wagqfs for poor Karaites. When challenged to produce a docu-
ment for a certain property, ‘Abd al-Wihid does so. The Nagir does
not accept the document (famassuk) on its own terms and demands the
production of al-bayyina, i.e. the people who were witnesses to the
document. They are found to be all dead, so the document is declared
invalid.

Judgement in the case of several properties goes to the Nagir.
<Abd al-W3hid acknowledges the right of the mosque to all the ground
rents involved (ahkdr), but continues to dispute possession of a share
of a property.

The Nagir btings an accusation against ‘Abd al-Wihid (called
al-sa>igh), and al-Mu‘allim <Abd al-Karim, that they stole timber (roof
timbers) from the mosque, and produces as witnesses Kan‘dn b.
<Abd Alldh, one of the emirs of a/~Mutafarriqa, and another (name not
legible). The Kashshif orders the Jews to restore the roof timbers,
after other witnesses (the muhandisin, >Abd al-Jawid b. “Abd al-Karim
al-Qarafi and a/~Mu‘allim Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Tawil) have
rebutted their claim that the mosque had long lacked a roof.

The Nagir claims the furn for the wagf of the mosque. ‘Abd al-
Wihid produces a pajjar kashf, dated 1 Rabi‘. .. (?), 954 A.H.[21 April
or 21 May, 1547 A.D., issued with the permission of the Qadi Efendi
Silih b. Jalal, gadi al-‘askar bi-Misr, now deceased, proving that the
farn had been built at that time with the consent of the people of the
quarter after a #4°7b had been sent to ascertain whether it would cause
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any nuisance (darar), and that a certain Sulaiman, then in charge of
Karaite waqfs, had constructed the fw» from Karaite wagf funds.
The judgement over the farn is given to the Karaites.

il. Hujja, dated 1 Rajab, 1005 A.H.[18 February, 1597 A.D.

Issued by: Kashshdf al-Awqdf in Egypt, acting for Qadi.

Contents: On the basis of a petition from al-Zain(?) Mustafa b. <Abd
Allah al-Rami, the #agir(?) of the mosque (see below), the Qadi otders
an enquiry (kashf) into the baking oven (a/-farn) “situated within the
above-mentioned covered passage, known as the Karaites”, which is
claimed as a waqf for the mosque in Mahallat al-Yahad, “constructed
over the passage (khawkhat) of the Karaite Jews”.

For the Karaites, al-Mu‘allim Rida>, alsaigh, and al-Mu*allim <Abd
al-Karim, a/-‘attir, and others claim the farn as a Karaite waqf and
refer to previous disputes. They recognize the right of the mosque
to one quarter of the pikr of “this building” (the farn ?), a share in the
building over the &bawkha, and the hikr of “the place on the right
at the far end of passage and on the left as one issues from the passage
into the alley”.

The Kashshif gives judgement for the Karaites over the fwrn, but
confirms the rights of the mosque, as mentioned above.

XXIV

No. 18: Paper; width 30 cms., length 149 cms.; verso blank

i. Hukm tanfidh, dated 15 Safar, 1037 A.H.[26 October, 1627 A.D.

Issued by: the Shifi‘i Qadi Aba <Abd Allih Muhammad Mahfiiz
al-Majali.

Contents: the establishing of the legal ownership of the property
concerned (see below) in the hands of a~AMu‘allim Ya‘qib b. Faraj
Allah b. Ya‘qab, a Karaite.

Property: described originally as “the building of all the old ruined
place and the building of the well belonging to it, situated in the quarter
of the Bab Sirr of the Hospital of al-Mansir [Qalawiin] and the use of
the ground”.
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Boundaries: South—“the place known formerly by the name of
Abu Yamit(?) and now Ibn al-<Al2>i”.

North—“an alley in Harat Zuwaila, in which is the &b sirr of the
property in question”,

East—*“the alley known as . ..”.

West—“the mill of the Hospital [of Qalawan]”.

The details are set out in a Hujja, dated 1 Ramadin, 1024 A.H.[24
September, 1615 A.D., issued from the mapkamat al-bib by the Hanbali
deputy Qadi Fakhr al-Din ‘Uthmain al-Futihi, and this Hyja is rati-
fied and confirmed by the present document.

It is further established that the old property had been demolished,
the site cleared, and the property rebuilt on the old foundations. Eight
witnesses testify to this, and three expert witnesses (wubandisin), al-
Muallim <Abd al-Ghinl b. Badr al-Din, his brother, a/~Mu allim
Ahmad, and a/-Mu‘allim Sulaiman b. <Abd al-Fattah, testify to the
state of the rebuilt structure, that it is not dangerous to any neighbour
or neighbout’s property.

Summary description of property: there is a long entrance hall with
four doors, one of which at the far end leads to stairs to a small fabaga,
and another adjoining to a passage (on left a door to privy) with a
door at end leading to a g@‘a (two iwdns and dirgi‘a between).

The dirga‘a has a well and one of the three doors leads to a small
kitchen. This in turn has a doot to a b4b sirr, in the passage leading to
which is a stair up to two riwdgs, each with two iwans and a dirgi‘a.

The larger 7wdn of the gd‘a has a wind-catcher and a ‘sleeping closet’,
and a sidilla, in which is a door leading up to a landing (basta) and a
further door to a gallery (qghdni), overlooking the gi‘a.

The smaller /wan has three doors, one to a ‘sleeping closet’, one to
a small courtyard (fasha) with stairs to gallery, and another to a further
‘sleeping closet’.

il. Hukm tanfidh, dated 16 Shawwil, 1053 A.H./28 December, 1643
A.D.
Issued by: the Hanafi deputy Qadi Muhammad Efendi al-Hashimi,
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on the testimony of two shahids, identified as the third and the sixth
of those who had witnessed i.
Contents: authentication and ratification of i.

iii. Record of Conveyance (fas/ intigal), no date.

Vendor: Shamu’al b. Ya‘qib b. Faraj Allah, a Karaite, son of owner
named in i.

Purtchaser: a/~-Munallim Masa b. Ibrahim, a Karaite.

Property: § share in the building (on mabtakira land); see details in i,

Price: not specified.

Reference is made to a separate Deed of Conveyance for this trans-
action, dated 1 Rajab, 1054 A.H./3 September, 1644 A.D., a mustanad,
issued from the mabkamat al-Silihiya al-Najmiya.

XXV

No. 9: Paper; measurements not taken; torn, verso blank.

A Petition, no date.

Addressee: al-Wazir al-a‘gam . . . wagir al-dawla al-‘nthmainiya.

Submitted by: 6 persons (their signatures not entirely legible), 3
of whom are described as:

khddim al-‘ilm b I-Azhar.

Contents: that the Karaites are an obedient community; they pay
their jizya etc.; that they should be protected from galm and al-mu‘drada
li-mawtaham (desecration of their cemeteries).

XXVI

No. 27: Paper; width 24 cms., length 26 cms approx.; verso blank.

Fragment of Farman.

Issued by: Diwan Misr al-mapriisa al-dli.

Addressed to: waldt al-umir al-isiimiya wa-hukkdim al-shari‘a al-
muttahhara.

Contents: that the Karaites 47-Afisr are a small, poor and obedient
community; they pay their annual jigya for protection (including
protection for their cemeteries). They possess former sanadit and
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Jfarmaéns to that effect. New impositions etc. are to be lifted . . . (Issued
in response to XXV ?).

Date: at the top, left of centre, there is what appeatrs to be a date
written in figures, namely 1210 A.H./1795-6 A.D.

XXVII

No. 3: Paper; no measurements taken; verso blank.

Deed of Conveyance, dated 5 Sha‘ban, 1281 A.H./3 January, 186s
A.D.

Issued by: the Qadi “Ali. .. zade(?) alsayyid Mahmad in al-gismat
al-arabiya bi-Misr al-mapriisa.

Purchaser: al<Mu‘allim Eliyaha Hayyim Aslan, als@igh bi-sig
al-sdgha bi-Misr, son of Hayyim Aslan, a Karaite, alsawwaf bi-kbatt
al-Mutawalli bi-Misr.

Vendor: a/-Mu‘allim <Azar Mikh3’il, clerk in the employ of Amin
Efendi, wakil masalih anjil al-marbim Ibrabim Bdsha Yakan'), in Alex-
andria, and son of Mikha’il Hinn#>, a/~s2>igh, a Copt, on behalf of

(a) himself,

(b) his uterine sister, Malika, by wakdla; the document of wakdila,
dated 1 Jumaiadi II, 1281 A.H./2 Octobet, 1864 A.D., was issued in
the Mahkama of Alexandria by the Qadi of that city, al-Shaikh <Abd
al-Rahmin al-Abyiri,

(c) his two minor nieces, Satlita and Katira, daughters of Jirjis
Mikh#’il, by wisdya mukhtara of the latter, and also by virtue of a permit
(musawwigh) for the sale of their share of the property before it loses
all market value.

Property: 112 shares from a total of 24 () of a shop.

Description: “the shop building situated in Cairo (Migr al-mapriisa)
within the Goldsmiths Market (S4g a/-Sdgha), formetly next to the shop
of al-Hajj Haikal, the trader (a/a/lab) and the shop of the Dhimmi,

1) Ibrahim Yakan (Yegen), a nephew of Muhammad <Ali; see J. Deny, Sommaire
des Archives Turgnmes du Caire, Cairo, 1930, p. 409: ,,Piéces relatives aux dettes des
fils d’Ibrahim Pacha Yegen ... les dates extrémes sont 1257 et 1288 (A.H.)...”.
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al-Mu‘allinmt Ishiq Farah §ialih, a Karaite Jew and goldsmith anda shop
in the possession of the Shaikh Ab@’l-<Ala> al-Khulafawi, the residence
of al~-Muallim Antuniyis, the goldsmith, and the main thoroughfare
of the Goldsmiths Market on two sides; the shop is known as the
residence of the above-mentioned purchaser and of his partner, o/~
Muallim Yusuf Ibrihim Silily, the goldsmith”.

Shares of Vendors:

(a) “Azar: 5§ shares,

(b) his sister, Malika: 2} shares,

() his two nieces: 3} shares, divided equally between them.

Price: 13,465 ghirsh 26 nasf fidda (1 kis = 500 ghirsh = 20,000 nusf
fidda).

N.B. the ground rent (a/-hikr) belongs to the Waqf of al-Nisir b.
Qalawiin, and for the whole property amounts to 3 ghirsh 30 uusf fidda
annually.
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